Ossification of the Posterior Longitudinal Ligament: Imaging Findings in the Era of Cross-Sectional Imaging.
Imaging appearance and classification systems of ossification of the posterior longitudinal ligament (OPLL) on computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging will be reviewed. Computed tomography evaluation most accurately demonstrates OPLL length and thickness, whereas magnetic resonance imaging has the advantage of demonstrating abnormal signal in the cord. Neurologic symptoms are most common in the cervical spine and are related to the degree of spinal stenosis and presence of cord edema. Surgical treatment usually involves cases of cervical OPLL and includes anterior or posterior decompression.